(;é_f}‘E TIMES THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2008

LIFESTYLE

Working to keep our water clean

illions of rands budgeted to keep city water supply clean
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Clive Justus

The Cape Times recently reported
that-scientists had found increas-
ing (E. coli and faeecal coliform
counts in 14 rivers and 10 wetlands
in the metropole and that the stan-
dgrd,of water for recreational pur-
poses had declined by almest half
in the past eight vears. Clive Justus,
the mayoral committee member for
utility services, addresses the issue.

+ What does your position
entail?

- IHhave authority with regard to
thegervices of water, sanitation,
solid waste and electricity.

What is the most enjoyahle
part,of your joh?

-+ 'Fhe challenges that all those
sgrifices present. They are the
bregd and butter issues of the citi-
zgnsof Cape Town.

o I the water doesn't flow then
theng's a crisis. If the electricity
dgesn't function then it's a crisis.
Sanitation is a prerequisite for
healghy sustainable life, and obw-
ously we need to manage the sifua-
tign,in such a way that it doesn't
impact negatively on life.

+ With the quality of water in
rivers dropping, how often is
water guality checked?

4 It's checked on a monthly basis
apd,it's been ongoing for years.
We're judging the water quality
over a 10-year period and we've
seen-a steady decline over that.

Are solutions being looked at
within the informal settle-
mests?

Solutions to all the issues are
being considered. We know, for
examiple, that the conditions of the
riyeys are influenced by storm-
watgr run-off — things in the
stprmwater canals could be trash,
tins, paper, leaves,.diesel, oil or
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- Iy Woodstock the other day, we
hadya diesel spill which invariably
makes its way into the stormwater
canajs and down to the nearest
water body

oI would include things like
oyerflow from sewerage works, or
the spalfunctioning of a pump sta-
tion in the sewerage works.

,Fhen you have human interac-
tipn;, people going down to the
watgr to wash themselves and and
their clothing - they empty the
container in which they've done
the dishes, So these things all have
an impact on the river quality and
the gonsultants have provided us

with the way forward, which would
include things like sand traps.

The stormwater would move
through a sand trap to take out all
the large particulates in the water
body We're locking at chlorination
of the water, both from sewerage
works and from stormwater.

We're looking at using ultravio-
let light to kill off bacteria and
micro-organisms that could be haz-
ardous in the water before it gets
into the river, before it gets into the
vleis and the sea — we want to pre-
treat it. Now these are all to be con-
sidered by the city and we will be
rolling them out in areas where we
have particular problems.

You have a R280 million
budget to upgrade/renew waste
water .treatment plants. How
lomng will it take?

We've got a 10-vear plan. We
have budgeted for the first three
years — a value for this financial
vear of R280m, next year R250m
and the yvear thereafter a similar
amount,

There are planned interventions
of both new plant capacity, upgrad-
ing existing capacity and then
improvement of the existing tech-
nology as well,

That will include things like
pump station upgrades so that we
don't have unnecessary outflows
that are not properly treated, or
rather do not comply with the stan-
dards set by the Department of
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‘Water Affairs. That should signifi-
cantly improve the quality of water
that is released from the waste
water treatment plant.

It is very important to acknowl-
edge that no untreated or raw
sewage goes into any of the water
bodies.

It is treated effluent that has not

reached an adeguate standard
before it goes in, but the system
works in that it gets treated, it goes
into maturation ponds, it stays
there for up to six days before the
treated effluent goes into a water
body:
So.even if we have major inflows
of water such as rain, the time
period is more than adequate in the
maturation ponds before it goes
into any natural system.

Princess Vel is receiving a R3m
intervention which will be looking

* at the removal of alien vegetation

and making it a lot more accessible
fo recreation and therefore it's
incumbent to make certain that the

water quality is of an acceptable
standard. That intervention is in

place. -
Do you drink water out of the
tap in Cape Town?

Absolutely There is no doubt in
my mind that the quality of water
in Cape Town is excellent Cape

, Town has the highest-quality

e

e water in South Africa.

You've advised that people
have as little contact with river
water as possible. How much
contact can make you ill?

We're only talking about the
rivers and the vleis, not potable
water or water that comes from the
catchment areas such as the moun-
tains and into our potable water
reticulation.

1 would say that one shouldn’t

DE g fish, in this 2007 photograph. The City of Cape Town has a
R280 million budget to to upgrade wastewater treatment plants. Princess Viei is receiving a R3m intervention for the removal of alien 5egeta:|'cn and
to make the vlei more accessible for recreation.

unnecessarily expose vourself to
the rivers and vieis.

Don't swim in them, definitely
don’'t drink the water, and if there
are open wounds, don't expose
them to the water.

These rivers should not be used
for recreational purposes at all. 1
got an enquiry from the Western
Province Freshwater Angling Soci-
ety which uses Zeekoevlei and
Princess Vlel, and my advice was to
engage with the department where
they take the sampling in those
wleis as to the adequacy of health,
because it is evident that in some
parts of the vlel the conditions are
worse than in others, particularly
where stormwater runs off into
those vleis.

Be carefnl, pay attention to
warning signs. Don't go into rivers
or use vleis where there are signs.
Where there aren't warning signs,
conditions are probably better.

Who can people contact to
check on the safety of water
bodies?

They can call Barry Wood from
the Transport, Roads and Stormwa-
ter section.

They are responsible for moni-
toring the water conditions and he
would be in the best pesition to
allay any fears or offer guidance as
to which water bodies could be
used.
His number is (21 487 2205.
® Interview by Lesley Byram




